TO THE RECTOR OF THE CARLOS I11 UNIVERSITY OF MADRID
29/May/2024

The history of the Center for Advanced Studies in Social Sciences (CEACS) of the Juan
March Institute and, subsequently, its transformation into the Carlos I11-Juan March Institute

of Social Sciences, is a success story.

In 1987, the CEACS was created with the mission of improving training and research in the
Social Sciences (Political Science and Sociology) in Spain. A scholarship program and a
demanding two-year MA in Social Sciences allowed a new generation of PhDs to join the
international academy. Great Spanish figures in the Social Sciences, Economics, History and
Law (among many others, Miguel Artola, Enrique Fuentes Quintana, Juan Linz, José Maria
Maravall, Victor Pérez Diaz and Francisco Rubio Llorente) passed through the classrooms of
CEACS. Courses were also taught by some of the best foreign professors in their disciplines
(Gosta Esping-Andersen, James Fearon, Margaret Levi, Michael Mann, Adam Przeworski,
Philippe Schmitter alongside many others). Many of the CEACS students obtained their
PhDs at Spanish and foreign Universities (among which we can mention the University of
Oxford, New York University, the European University Institute in Florence, Yale, Harvard,
etc.), developing later very successful academic and professional careers, both in Spain and

abroad.

In 2013, the former CEACS was integrated into the Carlos Il University of Madrid as a new
Institute, with public and private funding, under the name Carlos Il11-Juan March Institute of
Social Sciences (IC3JM). At the same time of this integration, the Carlos I11 University
created an interdisciplinary Department of Social Sciences. These changes had the explicit
goal of maximizing synergies between the Institute and the Department to consolidate one of
the best Social Science institutions in Spain and in Europe. Thanks to the generous
encouragement and support of the University, as well as the close collaboration between the
Institute and the Department, the original goal was within reach in less than a decade. Today,
the Carlos I11 University is home to a varied, cosmopolitan and interdisciplinary community
in the Social Sciences, capable of producing leading publications and attracting research

funding. Unsurprisingly, it has earned significant international visibility and prestige.



When people abroad talk about Social Sciences in Spain, one of the first references that
comes to mind is the IC3JM and the Universidad Carlos I1l. The signatories of this letter have
great admiration for the work done throughout all these years. For the same reason, we are

seriously concerned about the latest events that are taking place around the IC3JM.

There has been a campaign to discredit the Institute in the press, transforming an
administrative problem into a false political and academic scandal that affects the
management of the IC3JM. The current director of the Institute, Dr. Sandra Ledn, who has an
admirable academic career, excellent publications and significant management experience,
has been embroiled in serious accusations and her position as Associate Professor is now in
jeopardy. We are concerned that unfounded accusations have also been made against the
former director of the Institute, Ignacio Sdnchez-Cuenca, Professor of Political Science at the
Carlos 111 University. If there has been any administrative problem in the call for the position
obtained in 2021 by Professor Leon, we trust that the University will resolve it without

harming either Professor Ledn's career or the functioning of the Institute.

Our concern also increases because of the delays in renewing vital agreements for the future
of the institute. We expect the current rector to come to the defence of the IC3JM and to

renew vital agreements that guarantee the Institute’s survival and functioning.

The Carlos 111 University has made a decisive and courageous commitment to the Social
Sciences. It would be a tragedy if the effort made were to be diluted in the face of the unjust
accusations that have appeared in the media. At stake is not only the prestige of the IC3JM
and Dr. Ledn, but also that of the Carlos I11 University itself, a great university in Spain and

in Europe.

We appeal to the academic values that Universidad Carlos I11 de Madrid has embodied since
its creation in 1989, in the hope that the current rector and his team will find a solution that
gives stability and confidence to the IC3JM and its director, Professor Leon. We respectfully

request the University to resolve the current uncertainty as soon as possible.

Sincerely,

John Ahlquist, Professor of Political Science, University of California, San Diego
Michael Albertus, Professor of Political Science, University of Chicago

John Aldrich, Pfizer-Pratt University Professor of Political Science, Duke University
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Miguel Almunia, Associate Professor of Economics, CUNEF Universidad.

Ben Ansell, Professor of Comparative Democratic Institutions, Nuffield College, University
of Oxford

Fulya Apaydin, Associate Professor of International Studies, IBEI-UPF

Andreu Arenas, Associate Professor of Economics, University of Barcelona

Kevin Arceneux, Professor of Political Science, Science Po

Joaquin Artés, Professor of Economics, Universidad Complutense de Madrid

Sascha Becker, Xiokai Yang Chair of Business and Economics, Monash University, Australia
Pablo Beramendi, Professor of Political Science, Duke University *

Fabrizio Bernardi, Professor of Sociology, UNED

Michael Biggs, Associate Professor of Sociology, University of Oxford

Carles Boix, Robert Garret Professor of Politics, Princeton University

Catherine Boone, Harold Laski Professor of Political Science, London School of Economics
Marius R. Busemeyer. Professor of Political Science, University of Konstanz

Agustin Casas, Associate Professor of Economics, CUNEF Universidad

Ernesto Calvo, Professor of Government and Politics, University of Maryland

Ana Sofia Cardenal, Professor of Political Science, Universitat Oberta de Catalunya
Lars-Erik Cederman, Professor of International Conflict Research, ETH Zirich

Xavier Coller, Professor of Political Science, UNED

Marina Costa Lobo, Director of the Social Sciences Institute, University of Lisbon
Federico Curci, Tenured Assistant Professor of Economics, CUNEF Universidad

Carl Dahlstrom, Professor of Political Science, University of Gothenburg

Antoni-italo de Moragas, Tenured Assistant Professor of Economics, CUNEF Universidad
Catherine E. De Vries, Professor of Political Science, Bocconi University *

Fernando de la Cuesta, Assistant Professor, Universidad Complutense de Madrid

Elias Dinas, Swiss Chair of Federalism, European University Institute

Mark Dincecco, Professor of Political Science, University of Michigan

Raymond Duch, Director of the Center for Experimental Social Sciences, Nuffield College,
University of Oxford.

Modesto Escobar Mercado, Catedratico de Sociologia, Universidad de Salamanca
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Gosta Esping Andersen, Professor of Sociology, UPF *

James Fearon, Theodor and Francis Gaballe Professor of Political Science, Stanford
University

Marifia Fernandez Reino, Center for Migration, Policy and Society, University of Oxford

Jorge M. Fernandes, Ramdn y Cajal Research Fellow, Institute of Public Goods and Policies,
CsIC

John Ferejohn, Samuel Tilden Professor of Law, NYU
Robert Fishman, Professor of Political Science and Sociology, UC3M*

Julia Fleischer, Professor and Chair in German Politics and Government at the University of
Potsdam & Professor Il at the Department of Government, University of Bergen

Aina Gallego, Associate Professor of Political Science, Universitat de Barcelona

Jorge Gallego, Senior Economist, Inter-American Development Bank

Diego Gambetta, Chair in Social Science, Fondazione Collegio Carlo Alberto

Jennifer Gandhi, Professor of Political Science, Yale University

Jorge Garcia Hombrados, Postdoctoral Researcher, Universidad Complutense de Madrid
John Gerring, Professor of Government, University of Texas Austin

Francisco Garfias, Associate Professor of Political Science, University of California, San
Diego

Ezequiel Gonzalez, Professor of Comparative and Judicial Politics, Nuffield College, Oxford
University

Libertad Gonzélez, Professor of Economics, UPF
Kenneth F. Greene, Associate Professor of Government, University of Texas at Austin
Guy Grossman, Professor of Political Science, University of Pennsylvania

Jean Grugel, Research Professor at IBEI and Professor Development Politics, University of
York, UK.

Peter A. Hall, Krupp Foundation Professor of European Studies, Harvard University
Silja Hausermann, Professor of Political Science, University of Zurich

Enrique Hernandez Pérez, Associate Professor of Political Science, Autonomous University
of Barcelona

Alfonso Herranz Loncén, Professor of Economic History, University of Barcelona

Jan Paul Heisig, Head of the Research Group "Health and Social Inequality, WZB Berlin
Social Science Center



Simon Hix, Stein Rokkan Chair in Comparative Politics, European University Institute
Sarah Hobolt, Sutherland Chair in European Institutions, London School of Economics
Liesbet Hooghe, W.R. Kenan Professor at the University of North Carolina Chapel Hill
Evelyn Huber, Professor of Political Science, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill

Macartan Humphreys, Director, Institutions and Political Inequality Unit, Science Center,
Berlin

Torben Iversen, Harold Hitchings Burbank Professor of Political Economy, Harvard
University

Erik Jones, Director, Richard Schuman Center for Advanced Studies, European University
Institute

Jacint Jordana, Professor of Political Science, UPF

Stathis Kalyvas, Gladstone Professor of Government, All Souls College, University of
Oxford*

Desmond King, Andrew W. Mellon Professor of American University, University of Oxford

Herbert P. Kitschelt, George V. Allen Distinguished Professor of International Relations,
Duke University

Heike Kluever, Professor of Comparative Political Behavior, Humboldt University, Berlin
Sabino Kornrich, Associate Professor of Social Research and Public Policy, NYU Abu Dhabi
Nikitas Konstantinidis, Associate Professor, IE University

Alexander Kuo, Associate Professor of Politics, University of Oxford

Bram Lancee, Associate Professor of Sociology, University of Amsterdam

Gianmarco Leon Cilliota, Associate Professor of Economics, UPF

Margaret Levi, Professor, Stanford University, Director CASBS-Stanford(2014-2022) *
Fernando Limongi, Professor of Political Science, University of Sao Paulo

Emmy Lindstam, Assistant Professor, IE University

Johannes Lindvall, Professor of Political Science, University of Gothenburg

Noam Lupu, Professor of Political Science and Director of LAPOP Lab, Vanderbilt
University

Mark Manger, Professor of Political Economy, Munk School of Global Affairs & Public
Policy, University of Toronto

José Maria Maravall, Catedratico Emérito UM, FBA, Director CEACS (1996-2008)*



Isabela Mares, Arnold Wolfers Professor of Political Science, Yale University*
Gary Marks, Burton Craige Professor of Political Science, UNC-Chapel Hill
Lanny Martin, Professor of Political Science, Bocconi University

Wolfgang Merkel, Professor Emeritus, WZB Berlin Social Science Center
Jordi Mufioz, Associate Professor of Political Science, University of Barcelona

Harris Mylonas, Associate Professor of Political Science and International Affairs, George
Washington University

Maria Victoria Murillo, Professor of Political Science, Columbia University
Monika Nalepa, Professor of Political Science, University of Chicago

Anja Neundorf, Professor in Politics & Research Methods, University of Glasgow
José Ramon Montero, Catedratico Emérito de Ciencia Politica, UAM*

Alain Noél, Professor of Political Science, University of Montreal

Daniel Oesch, Director of the Swiss Centre of Expertise in Life Course Research, University
of Lausanne, Switzerland

Jan Palguta, Assistant Professor of Economics, CUNEF Universidad
Salvador Parrado, Professor of Political Science, UNED

Leonid V. Peisakhin, Associate Professor of Political Science, New York University - Abu
Dhabi

Steven Pfaff, Professor of Sociology, University of Washington (Seattle)

Paul Pierson, John Gross Distinguished Professor of Political Science, University of
California, Berkeley

Andrea Pozas-Loyo, Investigadora Titular de Derecho Constitucional, Universidad Nacional
Auténoma de México

Leandro Prados de la Escosura, Emeritus Professor of Economic History, UC3M*
Sergi Pardos-Prado, Professor of Comparative Politics. University of Glasgow
Adam Przeworski, Carroll and Milton Professor Emeritus, New York University *

Julio Rios-Figueroa, Professor of Political Science, Instituto Tecnolégico Auténomo de
México (ITAM)

Kenneth Roberts, Richard J. Schwartz Professor of Government, Cornell University
Graeme Robertson, Professor of Political Science, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill

Jonathan Rodden, Professor of Political Science, Stanford University



Nassos Roussias, Lecturer in Politics, University of Sheffield
David Rueda, Professor of Comparative Politics, University of Oxford

Andrea Ruggieri, Professor of Political Science and International Relations, University of
Oxford, and Professor of Political Science, Universita degli Studi di Milano

Shanker Satyanath, Professor of Politics, New York University

Kenneth Scheve, Dean Acheson Professor of Political Science and Global Affairs, Yale
University

Philipp Schmitter , Emeritus Professor, Department of Political and Social Sciences, EUI

Livia Schubiger, Professor of Political Science and International Relations, Oxford
University

lan Shapiro, Sterling Professor of Political Science and Global Affairs, Yale University
David Siroki, Professor of International Relations, University of Florida

Svend-Erik Skaaning, Professor of political science, Aarhus University

Martin Smith, Professor of Politics, University of York

Heike Solga, Professor of Sociology, WZB Berlin Social Science Center

David Soskice, School Professor of Political Science, LSE

Yasemin Soysal, Research Professor of Global Sociology, WZB Berlin Social Science Center

Susan Stokes, Tiffany and Margaret Blake Distinguished Service Professor, University of
Chicago

Milan Svolik, Elizabeth S. & A. Varick Stout Professor of Political Science, Yale University
Jan Teorell, Lars Johan Hierta Chair, Stockholm University

Kathy Thelen, Ford Professor of Political Science, MIT

Guillermo Toral, Assistant Professor of Political Science, IE University

Mariano Torcal, Professor of Political Science, Universitat Pompeu Fabra, Barcelona

Vera Troeger, Chair of Comparative Political Science, Universitdt Hamburg

Steven Van de Walle, Professor of Public Management, KU Leuven

Stefanie Walter, Professor of International Relations, University of Zurich

Nils Weidmann, Professor of Political Science, Konstanz University

Erik Wibbels, Penn Compact Professor of Political Science, University of Pennsylvania

Andreas Wimmer, Lieber Professor of Sociology and Political Philosophy, Columbia
University



James Vreeland, Professor of Politics, Princeton University

(*) Current or former member of the IC3JM Scientific Advisory Board

MIEMBROS DEL IC3JM
Paul Atwell, Postdoctoral Researcher, Carlos 11 University of Madrid
Antonio Cabrales, Professor in Economics, Carlos 111 University of Madrid

Simon Chauchard, Associate Professor and Distinguished Researcher, Carlos 111 University
of Madrid

Silvia Claveria, Assistant Professor, Carlos I11 University of Madrid
Jordi Domenech Feliu, Professor of Economic History, Carlos 11 University of Madrid
Juan J. Fernandez, Associate Professor of Sociology, Carlos I11 University of Madrid

Pablo Fernandez-Vazquez, “Atraccion de Talento” Senior Researcher, Carlos III University
of Madrid

Sergio Galaz, Postdoctoral Researcher, Carlos I11 University of Madrid

Gema Garcia-Albacete, Associate Professor of Political Science, Carlos I11 University of
Madrid

Amuitz Garmendia, Visiting Professor, Carlos 111 University of Madrid
Patrick Kraft, Ramén y Cajal Fellow, Carlos I11 University of Madrid

Sebastian Lavezzolo, Associate Professor, and co-director MA in Social Sciences, Carlos 111
University of Madrid

llona Lahdelma, Assistant Professor, Carlos I11 University of Madrid
Juan Antonio Mayoral, Distinguished Researcher, Carlos I11 University of Madrid

Luis Fernando Medina, Associate Professor of Political Science, Carlos 111 University of
Madrid

Fernando Mello, Postdoctoral Researcher, Carlos 111 University of Madrid
Isik Ozel, Associate Professor of Political Science, Carlos I11 University of Madrid
Jonas Radl, Associate Professor of Sociology, Carlos Il University of Madrid

Andrew Richards Visiting Professor, Department of Social Sciences, Carlos Il University of
Madrid

Pedro Riera, Associate Professor of Political Science, Carlos 111 University of Madrid

Ignacio Sanchez-Cuenca, Professor of Political Science, Carlos I11 University of Madrid



Rickard Sandell, Associate Professor of Sociology, Department of Social Science UC3M,
Fellow IC3JM and Instituto Figuerola

Pablo Simon, Associate Professor in Political Science, Carlos 111 de Madrid.
Margarita Torre, Associate Professor, Carlos 111 University of Madrid
Emiliano Travieso, Assistant Professor, Carlos I11 University of Madrid
Pau Vall-Prat, Postdoctoral Researcher, Carlos 111 University of Madrid

Francisco Villamil, Assistant Professor of Political Science, Carlos I11 University of Madrid

DOCTORES MIEMBRO DEL INSTITUTO JUAN MARCH

Paloma Aguilar Fernandez, Professor of Political Science, Complutense University of Madrid
Susana Aguilar Fernandez, Professor of Sociology, Complutense University of Madrid

Berta Alvarez Miranda, Associate Professor of Sociology, Complutense University of Madrid
Sonia Alonso, Associate Professor, Deusto University -Bilbao

Francesc Amat, Ramon y Cajal Fellow, University of Barcelona

Maria Asensio Menchero, Associate Professor, Iscte-University Institute of Lisbon, Senior
Officer at Strategy and Research Office, Ministry of Economy, Portugal.

Javier Astudillo Ruiz, Associate Professor, Department of Political and Social Sciences,
Universitat Pompeu Fabra

Laia Balcells, Professor of Government, Georgetown University
Kerman Calvo, Associate Professor, Salamanca University.

Héctor Cebolla Boado, Permanent Research Fellow, The Spanish National Research Council
(IEGD -CsSIC)

Julia Cordero Coma, Associate Professor of Sociology, Universidad Complutense de Madrid,
Elisa Diaz Martinez, Government and Public Affairs International Professional

Luis De la Calle, Lecturer in politics, University of Sheffield.

Rafael Duran Mufioz, Associate Professor of Politics, University of Malaga

Maria Fernandez Mellizo-Soto, Associate Professor of Sociology, Complutense University of
Madrid

Marta Fraile Maldonado, Permanent Research Fellow, The Spanish National Research Council
IPBP -CSIC

Avraceli Garcia del Soto, Affiliated Faculty at the IIHA, Institute for International
Humanitarian Affairs, Fordham University



Roberto Garvia Soto, Professor of Sociology, Carlos I11 University of Madrid
Carlos Gonzalez Sancho, Policy Analyst, OECD

Maria Jose Hierro, Lecturer in Political Science, Yale University

Maria Jiménez Buedo, Associate Professor of Philosophy, UNED

Ignacio Lago, Professor of Political Science, UPF

Victor Lapuente, Professor of Politics, Fellow Quality of Government Institute, University of
Gothenburg

Dulce Manzano, Permanent Research Fellow, The Spanish National Research Council IPBP -
CSIC

Irene Martin Cortés, Associate Professor, Autonomous University of Madrid

Teresa Martin Garcia, Permanent Research Fellow, The Spanish National Research Council
(CsIC)

Ferran Martinez i Coma, Senior Lecturer, Griffith University, Australia
Alvaro Martinez Pérez, Lecturer in Sociology, University of Sheffield, UK

Irene Menéndez Gonzélez, Assistant Professor of International Political Economy, IE
University, Madrid

Josu Mezo, Associate Professor of Sociology, University of Castilla-La Mancha.

Laura Morales, Research Professor at IPP (CSIC -Madrid) and Professor of Political Science
at Sciences Po -Paris

Francisco Javier Moreno Fuentes, Senior Researcher at the Institute of Public Goods and
Policies of the Spanish National Research Council (CSIC)

Luis Ortiz Gervasi, Associate Professor, Department of Politics and Social Sciences, UPF
Lluis Orriols Galve, Associate Professor of Political Science, Carlos 111 University of Madrid
Alberto Penadés, Associate Professor, Universidad de Salamanca

Didac Queralt, Assistant Professor of Political Science, Yale University

Antonia M2 Ruiz Jiménez, Associate Professor Dep. of Sociology, Pablo Olavide University
Ana Rico Gomez, Permanent Research Fellow, Carlos I11 Health Institute

Rubén Ruiz Rufino, Reader in Comparative Politics, King’s College London

Victor Sampedro Blanco, Professor of Political Communication and Public Opinion, Rey
Juan Carlos University

Leonardo Sanchez Ferrer, Associate Professor of Politics, University of Burgos
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Andrés Santana Leitner, Associate Professor of Political Science, Universidad Autbnoma de
Madrid.

Ignacio Urquizu Sancho, Associate Professor of Sociology, Complutense University of
Madrid

Celia Valiente, Professor, Department of Social Sciences, Carlos I11 University of Madrid

Helena Varela Guinot, Academic and Researcher, Iberoamerican University, City of Mexico
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